






THULUNADINA ITHIHASADALLI STHANIKARU 

Written by Padooru Gururaja Bhat 

History Lecturer, M. G.M. College, Udupi, D. K. 

~r(ro : xii + 48 + 16 

© ~ fJif ~';:;c5 ZJ9~ f'& ~oc;P, e!l)c5Jc!J (O;;;31;W'Fj 

~oiae® o::m~E'@d ~u;:,~5~ : 

~~~c:ir.:le~rJ~ ~~a 

@e m~a5e.~u ~~ «(J.), ~~ Ol:l~e.N'il:;l~v ffildF"~,,) 

t!l~~ d~ ... , ~dor1~.J~' ~Or1~,Rt:b - 3 





t.:l1J~ ~t;J.ibo;:l5 o±~...D O;)~5o:J Meo:Jod o:3e\ ~e, dtJ 730~.GeQN.l 'deo~d 73d736 

oi:c;i,~. ~. oi:c;i,~. o;Jde~, ero~c'!!, d. 5. 

<':10) 7dE'@".OJOJOO) o:J0::5)~F. ~zjffd) La ~;~Jy~<E0::5~",3...J)d 3J7dJ 

edRez503cxD e0::5~~0::5~ddJOJ 3od)itGodd ZJd<E7leldc:il e0::5Dr1 ~~. 

196203e <':I7do:JcxD~M eod) erodff~od~d~MdQ ~d30 m7d~ o:J~7id 

~w;)6t;J~D7ie.ir1 d~p ff~",d ~~McxD ~~ffd ~c:::l-~~o ffJD3J ~~ff~", 
~ed~e5od) 5ee.i~7i e~m &l5~f\~ ero~d~~A.d). 

"Sir, I hope the following will amply answer the points 
raised by you regarding inscriptional references to the 
Sthanikas of South Kanara. The Karkala Jain inscription of 
1586 A.D. refers to the bathing, worship etc. of the images 
performed by fourteen families of Sthanikas. The Sthanikas 
mentioned here are not the Sthanika Brahmans. The editor 
of the inscription (Epigraphia Indica Vol. VIII p. 125f n. 8) 
says in this connection : The Jaina priests are now 
generally known by the name Indra. The name Sthanika 
given to them in this inscription appears to be used in 
imitation of the name given to a section of Brahmins in 
South Kanara, whose sole profession is temple service. 

The Barakuru inscription o( Bukka II of 1405 A.D. 
states that the grant registered therein was made at the 
request of the Sthanapathi (temple official) Chikkanna. It is 

not possible to say if Sthanapathi was the exact equivalent 
of Sthanika and whether like the latter it refers to the sect 
of Brahmins. The inscription also refers to the muru -
Sthanika - parivara of Barakuru as making a gift to 
Naranadeva. 



The Kantawara inscription of Harihara I mentions the 

three hundred of the village of the Sthanikas (Kantarada 

Devalyada Sthanikara gramada munurv'1ru) as being among 

those who were responsible for the setting up of the record. 

It makes no further references to the Sthanikas. 

While the much damaged Phalmar inscription contains 

the word Sthanapathi with reference to a Sivalaya. there is 

no inscription from Kadre answering the descriptions given 

by you in your letter. 

Your question regarding the position of the Sthanikas 

vis-a-vis management of the temples enlisted by you 

necessitates a detailed study of the records from those 

temples before a reply could be furnished. The records are 

being studied and our reply will be issued as soon as our 

conclusions are made up. 

I August 62 

Yours faithfully. 
K. G. Krishnan 

For Government Epigraphist for India. 
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'The historic role of Vijayanagar and the increased stress of 
theism due to the spread of Vaishnavism and Lingayatism gave 
a fresh impetus to temple building and organization; and the 
temple entered even more intimately into the social economy and 
the daily life of the people than even before. New temples were 
built and old ones enlarged, and all were enriched by fresh 
endowments in land and cash. The daily routine of temple 
worship became more elaborate and its assimilation to the 
routine of the palace of a king or chieftain was completed. The 
number of persons who found their livelihood in their 
participation in the holy work of the temple increased 
proportionately with the increase in the temple resources; 
musicians, dancers, florists and perfumers, pipers and drummers, 
gold-smiths and jewellers found more or less regular employment 
in the palaces and temples and found exceptional opportunities 
of profit during festivals, monthly and annual. With the large 
increase in gifts of land, cash etc. to the temples both from the 
state and devotees, temple management became a complicated 
and responsible duty and we begin to hear more and more in 
the inscriptions and records of the time of the sthanikas (temple 
trustees) either acting singly or as boards though the exact 
manner of their appointment is not easy to ascertain. Some may 
have been imposed by government, others chosen by big donors 
or the consensus of devotees; the children of a single trustee 
(sthanika) may after his death have divided the duties among 
themselves and thus grown into a board. In any event the 
government exercised a general supervision over temples and 
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their administration and did not hesitate to interfere through the 
agency of a special staff when things went wrong. But the 
regular cultivation of temple lands including the regulation of 
tenancies and leases and investment of temple monies as well as 
the control of the temple staff, which included a considerable 
number in large temples vested in the sthanikas. The temple 
office or chavadi engaged accountants (Karnams) who assisted 
the sthanikas and all offices tended to become hereditary so 
long as the incombants continued to give reasonable satisfaction 
all round by their capacity and conduct. Sometimes specific 
taxes were assigned to a temple and their collection was part of 
the duties of the officials of the temple. The salary of the 
officials generally comprised a daily share in the prasadam 
(food offerings) of the temple and a periodical payment in cash 
or kind.' 137a 
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